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The Clipper Visits Bay Farms

^Vutts. Stained glass windows. Grassy knolls cup
ping a sandy bottom swimming pond. A million
dollars worth of mature shrubs and trees - some so
large aman can barely reach half way around. Agreat
onck «nd mortar building crowning the hill like an
abandoned Brideshcad. The last of its kind. The
largest of its kind.

VThese j10acres of prime land, formerly partof the
Society of theDivine Word'sMiramarretreat,arenow
Bay Farms. Approved for 170 units, it will be the
largestcondominium and single-family development

| on the South Shore.
>'Duxbury resident Lee Kennedy andhis partner Jay

Schlaijker, a real estate financial consultant, areprin
cipals ofthe Bay Farm Property Trust, which bought •
the .property from the Society after complex
negotiations that includedapproval from the Pope

'- J<S»:«$»njhalfj>£theJ7 acres in-Thixbury will hold-
hpusuig.The remainderoTtheTjuxburysiae ahdaUof

-. Ute23acres in Kingstonwillremain in its natural con
dition... •.', J •
. IT*?"' Pr°Pf"y' contains the large brick school

. DOilding, and gymnasium (which are actually3 linked
buildings), a chapel with intricate stained glass win
dows, and priests' quarters. In addition to the trees

. and shrubs lovingly planted for 2 centuries by the-

. .variousi owners, the property includes a 6-acre pond
and 3.5 acre swimming pond. The smaller will be
dtained and the sandy bottom cleaned. The st'onei
lighthouse will continue tograce thelittle island, alan-

• dmark familar to the hundreds of Duxbury children
.. who learnedto swimInthe pond: - - .-•-=•••
• _£?*" °"Tia: lanscaP« architect for the $33 million--

I eject, said thegrotto will alsobecleaned.Butit will"'
;i : temporarily sealed in respect to its religious':'.
s gnificance..- y- - ^".^-)

3Phases. k| "•.•.''
Kennedy expects the project willbecompleted in3

Would you like aprivate terrace, balcony, bay window
with seat? Can you imagine yourself discoursing in
your living room with sunken conversation area,
relaxing in your private sauna, or sliding down the
bannister of the spiral stairway?

Without major advertising, Kennedy has already
met his goal of selling half theunits in the first stage.
Of the 20 units for which he already has a deposit,
about a third willgo to Duxbury residents.

Describing the kindof people attractedto BayFar
ms, Kennedy said, "It's as if you went to Central
Casting andasked for nice, substantial people. They
have the abilityto be quiet about who theyare. We
have a complete mix - from retired couples to yamng
singles. So far, noneof themhas children living with
them." They come from Weston and Wcllesley
seeking elegance in a country setting. And from the
Cape for a water view closer to Boston. Theydon't
want to mow an acre of grass surrounding a 4-
bedroom, Colonial box. They want space without
worry.

Kennedy expects theresidents will live at Bay Farms
nearly year round and be active in the town. He willnot
sell to investors, althoughthe unitswill bea goodin
vestments.

Kennedy felt that the property sells itself. "We have
110acresand weareusing barely40.That's important
to me asa resident of Duxbury andasanaesthetic per
son. Bay Farms is physically exciting. Attractive but
low key. We give people a lotof things they couldn't
pfford to do in theirownhomes, like24-hour, on-site
security, fire and burglar alarms. They can walk on
(heir own reservation. This is a classical example of
how the Planned Unit Development (the zoning
classification) works. I was competing against some
bigdeveloperswho wantedto take it and fillit in with
boxes. That would have been disastrous."

Sales are hnndled on the sits bv Bay Forms Pror..-/-

By MYRNA WALSH

China,thefathers cameto'restat thejewel by-trie sea.
i However, the retreat activitiesalso wanedwhilt the
cost of maintenance and utilities soared.The Society
leased the main building to schools in an effort to save
the structure while continuing its educational
tradition. Massasoit Community College, Fisher
Junior College, Head Start and the Kennedy Center
for HandicappedChildren filled the buildings, if only
temporarily, with the sounds of learning. But the sale
was inevitable.

The Society retained 32 acres as a retreat on the
portion between Park and I.oring streets. The name
Miramarwill beassociated only with thereligious or
der. It fell to Kennedy and Schlaikjer to revive the
historical name.

Schlaikjerstarted the talks withthe Society and then
with Kennedy arranged for the services of

iDyer/Brown & Associates (architects); Daniel Orwig
(landscape architect); and Donald Connors (attor
ney). "We put together the team beforcwe had the
permits or the money. We spent about half a million
dollars out-of-pocket money." Kennedy praised the
appeals, planning and various other town boards for
being"enthusiastic and cooperative. Theywentout of
their way to act timely on our submissions." After he
worked up his plansand received the necessary per
mits, Kennedyapproached lendinginstitutions. Mer-
chco(Merchants Cooperative Bank) lentthemoney to
buy the property and Bay Bank-Norfolk is under
writingtheconstruction package.

Kennedy, the Duxbury architect, developer and
builder, scionof MaginnisA Walsh* Kennedy, an ai-
clutectural firm in Boston, is well known in the Hub
for the buildings he has renovated. Duxbury com
muters probably passone of his buildings every day.
Among his work is the former Boston Safe Deposit
Building at 100 Franklin St., Fidelitv Management'!
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